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Josh Spiers slots together a quick build fun fl yer from Century UK

I 
suppose it’s been impossible not to notice the increasing rise 
in the ‘foamy’ models being made available for us fl yers to use 
and abuse on a weekly basis at our chosen fl ying sites. Now 
you either love or hate these creations, in a Marmite sort of 
way, but they do hit the spot in enabling a lot of people to enter 

this hobby of ours and get into the air quickly.
To my mind this can only be a good thing as my experience of 

people arriving at my club as new members shows. Most of them 
come with a foamy trainer of some sort or another, enabling them to 
dip their toe into the exciting waters of our modelling hobby. If they 
are nurtured correctly then you have another long-term member of 
the fraternity who will hopefully move on and expand the scope of 
their hobby along with their building skills.

So on to the model in question: the Riot from Century UK, 
marketed under the label Max-Thrust. This is no shrinking violet of a 
foamy - it’s an ‘in your face and suck it up dude’ jobbie! This effect is 
noticeable from the moment the lid comes off the box. How so, you 
ask? Well, unlike a lot of other models of this ilk, the Riot has all of 
its very colourful decals factory fi tted in a very professional manner, 

with no wrinkles or bubbles evident anywhere. The airframe 
components consist of two wing panel halves with the servos fi tted 
and wingtip lights in place. The two leads for these functions exit 
the wing root out of a moulded recess. In the bottom of the box is 
the fuselage, again beautifully decorated, with the servos screwed 
in place for the elevator and rudder, and with the ST3511 outrunner 
motor and 40 amp ESC all connected up ready to go once the 
supplied 12" prop and spinner has been fi tted. Incidentally, you do 
get a spare prop in the box as well. The tailplane and rudder are 
packed in separate bags, as are the thin and light U/C legs, which 
are painted black and have the wheels already attached to them. I 
have to say these legs may look thin and light but are defi nitely not 
made of Far East liquorice like some I have experienced in the past; 
aircraft grade ali is used here, I suspect, well in keeping with the 
general good standard of the rest of the kit.

Accessories include the two plastic mouldings that drop into slots 
in the top of the wing when they are put together, together with 
the solid alloy spar and the ply locating spar. Also present are long 
screws for wing hold down and for fi xing the tailplane and rudder 

Max-Thrust Riot
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in place, a screwdriver, a spanner and 
the foam and wood spinner assembly. 
Century tell me that later kits may have 
a different spinner to the one supplied, 
as this kit was one of the fi rst to arrive for 
review purposes. Last, but not least, is 
the manual, which is everything it should 
be for the model. Yet so complete is the 
Riot that I suspect a blind mouse in a 
snowstorm could assemble it and juggle 
at the same time! OK, OK, the snowstorm 
is stretching it a bit but you get my gist, as 
you will see.

Quick Assembly
Right then, having perused the manual it 

was time to nail the Riot together and make it look like the one on 
the box lid. Here’s how it went: 

Screw the legs on, four screws – done. Turn the fuselage 

round to fi t the tailplane and rudder into the moulded slots. Hmm, 
can’t get it in as you have to cut away a small piece of foam at the 
back to enable the tailplane to be slid into place. This detail is not 
in the manual and could cause confusion. With the foam removed 
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“It was soon obvious that the Riot was not at all bothered by the wind”

“Removing the nose weight 
block allows the C of G to 

move back, but still within the 
recommended safe range. It 

improved knife-edge fl ight 
and its ‘hooning’ ability”

“I fl ew the Riot around close in and came in for 

a landing after about six or seven minutes”
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Kit parts – not much to do here!

Servo bay showing 
the connection 
board for the lights 
and aileron Y-lead

The scalpel shows the foam piece that has 
to be removed to allow the tailplane to fit

Cowl removed to show 
the outrunner motor

The cowl back in place prior to fitting the prop assembly
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the tailplane and fin fitted in their respective slots, the base of the 
rudder capturing the steerable tailwheel arm, and were held firmly 
in place by the two ventral screws. It takes longer to drink a cup 
of tea. The two wire pushrods and clevises were connected to the 
respective horns, so completing the rear-end assembly.

The two wing panels come ready to be slid onto the solid alloy 
spar, which has a plastic ferrule at the centre. This locates in a 
recess in the root of each panel when they are slid together. There 
is also a short ply spar that acts as an anti-rotation device, which 
goes into a slot about two thirds of the way back. I permanently 
glued this into one panel. This is the only job required before the 
wing is ready to go on! As I remarked earlier, each of the panels 
were pre-fitted with aileron servos, which were connected up to the 
aileron horns, ready to go.

It is worth mentioning that each aileron is recessed into shrouds 
fitted to the trailing edges, giving a gap-free joint. Well classy for a 
foamy, I thought. This is another feature, along with the tip lights, 
that sets it apart from the rest. The tip lights mean that there are 
two leads exiting the root of each panel, the aileron ones plugging 
into a short Y-lead that is, itself, plugged into a small ply panel set in 
the rear of the fuselage opening. The other lead is for the tip lights, 
which are fitted with mini JST plugs that go into the respective 
sockets located in the ply board. But these sockets are a devil of a 
job to get the tiny plugs into and I can see people not bothering after 
one or two attempts. Not only are the plugs and sockets tiny but 
they are also located right next to the aileron Y-lead plug, restricting 
access. I use long tweezers and copious amounts of colourful 
encouraging language to achieve contact! 

Anyway, when all is connected, the wing can be fitted on the 
fuselage and the two plastic brackets pushed into place in their 
respective slots, with the double one at the front and the single at 

the rear. Both brackets are sloped one way to match the wing profile 
so don’t put them in backwards and risk distorting them when you 
put the screws in.

That basically is the assembly in a nutshell. I think you could buy 
the plane, take it to the field, put it together with what’s supplied 
in the box, plus a sharpie to cut the foam out at the rear, and as 
long as you had a receiver and the 2400 3S LiPo with the correct 
matching connectors, you could be in the air in less than an hour. 
Now that’s what I call Max-Thrust! OK, OK, I admit it – I really like 
this plane, as you will see when we get to the all-important flying bit.

A Riot – Whatever The Weather!
I arranged for clubmate Mike Searle to bring his photographing 

device to the field on the next get together, only to find nobody 
in the air due, no doubt, to a 25 knot breeze down the strip. No 
worries, it had to fly and with the motor giving me 30 amps, 351 
watts on the wattmeter, it wasn’t going to be a problem. So Mike 
grovelled about a bit to get some ground shots and on to the 
runway the Riot was placed. At this point it commenced a fast taxi 
backwards down the runway! OK, so that’s how it was going to be, 
eh? A quarter throttle halted rearward progress and lifted the tail off 
the ground. Interesting! Mike stopped laughing and said, “Ready!” 
and upon opening the tap, airborne she became.

To tell the truth I don’t remember if I had to do any trimming due to 
the wind strength. But it was soon obvious that the Riot was not at 
all bothered by the wind and fly-bys for the camera were soon being 
done. Left to right into wind for the slow shots and downwind for the 
fast ones! I was very surprised and more than pleased with the way 
the model handled, as were the onlookers who had all decamped 
from the shelter of the club hut to witness the demise of the Riot in 
a wind that only a fool would fly a foamy in. Regardless of that I flew 

All the hardware used for the assembly Sturdy undercarriage 
legs ready to be fitted

Battery bay hatch open, under the nose
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Specification
MODEL INFORMATION
Name: Riot
Manufacturer: Max-Thrust
Distributor: Century UK
Price: £139.99, Airframe only: £89.99

MODEL TYPE: 
Motor: ST3511-KV850
ESC: 40 amp
Battery: 3S 2200/2400 LiPo

MODEL SPECIFICATIONS
Wingspan: 1400 mm
Length: 1130 mm
Weight: 1480 g
Wing Area: 36.75 dm2

Wing Load: 40.3 g/dm2

TEST
DISLIKES
Small connectors used for light 
leads

LIKES
Quick, easy build
Great fl ying performance
Shrouded ailerons

the Riot around close in for Mike to get his shots and came in for 
a landing after about six or seven minutes. No problems here and 
the touchdown was just about in front of us, with me having to hold 
some throttle on to prevent a reverse taxi again.

I had two or three more fl ights that session, exploring the fl ight 
envelope and discovering that the Riot was more than just a high 
wing trainer come second model. With the factory fi tted nose 
weight giving a very safe forward C of G point, (which is shown 
as 70 mm to 90 mm back from the root L/E) this is a very smooth 
fl ying airframe, upright or inverted, that would very quickly instil 
confi dence in any nervous pilot with only a few hours in the book. 
The battery compartment under the nose does restrict the capacity 
of the LiPo that the Riot can carry, but a bigger one would move the 
C of G even further forward, so reducing the effectiveness of the 
elevator, especially at lower airspeeds, say on landing approach.

That said, in its out-of-the box format, this is a very capable 
performer, which can be ‘souped-up’ a tad by increasing the throws 
of the surfaces to get a bit more movement and removing the nose 
weight block at the front of the battery bay. This allows the C of G 
to move further back, but still within the recommended safe range. I 
did this and found that it improved knife-edge fl ight and its ‘hooning’ 
ability. I would think that for the hooligans out there, if you bought 
just the airframe, which is an option, and then sourced a real hot 
set-up to kit out this airframe it would not trouble the Riot one bit, 
such is the integrity of the design and construction.

In Summary
So to sum up this ‘ere Riot, I have had or fl own pretty much all 

of the similar models of this ilk that are on the market. And for my 
money this is about the best one yet of its type. It has a more ‘big 
plane’ feel about it when it’s in the air and the design and fi t of 
everything is that much better, suggesting a possible longer life for 
the plane. The other thing in its favour is that it can be completely 
disassembled for holiday trips and the like.

So what are you waiting for? MAX out your card and go get one! 
Q&EFI

“This is a very capable performer, which can be ‘souped-up’ 
by increasing the throws to get a bit more movement”

Riot has a ‘big plane’ feel about it when it’s in the air

Inverted fl ight is easy with the Riot

“I have fl own pretty much all similar 
models of this ilk. And for my money 

this is about the best one yet”
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